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ACHSC Communiqué - April ‘08
1. Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) Grant Received!
ACHSC had the opportunity to submit a proposal in July 2007 to the PHAC to look at a short amount of grant funding for the period of November 01, 2007 – March 31, 2008. ACHSC received notice in mid-January that we were successful in receiving a grant to continue on with the work of the past couple of years by furthering school health in the province.  With this funding we were able to host The Time is Now: Taking Action on School Health Symposium, which took place March 19th and 20th.  Further information on this symposium is outlined below.
2. 
Alberta Healthy School Community Wellness Fund

The first round of the Category B Smaller Grant Funding of up to $10,000 were announced in January 2008, with six successful recipients. 
The following are the project names and school(s) involved in the projects:

1.  Eat and Exercise to Energize

Ecole Edwards Elementary School, Be Fit for Life Centre, University of Calgary, Ecole Edwards School Council, Calgary Health Region, N’STEP, Airdrie Echo
2. Flagstaff Youth Initiatives







Flagstaff County including Forestburg, Sedgewick, Strome, Lougheed, Killam, Hardisty and Daysland, Battle River School District, East Central Health, Flagstaff Family and Community Support Services

3.  Healthier Choices: Honouring our Heritage; Optimizing our Future

Alexander Ferguson K-6, Parent Advisory Council, City of Calgary Killarney Recreation Centre, Discovery Pre School
4.  Paths to Wellness










Peace High Regional Outreach School, Peace Country Health, Breakfast for Learning, Fitness on the Go, Peace River FCSS
5.  Cyclone Centre









Innisfail Jr/Sr High School, Chinooks Edge School Division, Innisfail Parent Support Association, Town of Innisfail
6. Active Living in High Prairie







Prairie View Outreach School, Prairie River Junior High School, EW Pratt High School, High Prairie Elementary School and High Prairie and Regional Recreation Board
For more information on the Alberta Healthy School Community Wellness Fund, please contact Rachel Rose, Project Coordinator at (780) 492-2537 or rachel.rose@ualberta.ca. Application forms and descriptions of funded projects can be accessed on the ACHSC at www.achsc.org.
3. The Time is Now: Taking Action on School Health Symposium
Thanks to the generous funding of the Public Health Agency of Canada, it would be accurate to say that the executive of the Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities (ACHSC) regards the symposium “The Time is Now: Taking Action on School Health”, held in Sherwood Park March 19th and 20th, as an unqualified success. Day One focused on the decision making level participants with Day Two embracing the broader stakeholder groups, many of whom work at the front lines in schools and school communities. This unique event marked the first time that decision makers in education, at a provincial level, sat down with the health sector to dialogue, review best practices, and explore collaborative solutions to school health challenges in the province.

Despite receiving our funding in mid January and dealing with a myriad of planning details in a limited time frame, over 220 people registered for our two day event. This number included 37 trustees, representing 24 school boards, 9 Superintendents, an additional 10 districts represented by senior staff, 7 physicians representing 7 of the 9 provincial health districts, 2 Medical Officers of Health, several teachers, administrators, principals, parents and many front line health professionals working in the area of school health. A preliminary review of the evaluation forms returned to our organizing committee showed the feedback is overwhelmingly positive. Many stakeholder groups were sitting down with each other for the first time to discuss school health (physicians, superintendents, trustees, and regional health authority representatives).  It was clear, through listening to discussions throughout the two days and reading the evaluation forms, that there is great enthusiasm for collaborative regional models involving all groups that would move school health forward. ACHSC is committed to developing these regional working groups, as well as to support and advocate at the provincial level.

 

Our organizing committee is particularly appreciative of the support of the Alberta School Board Association (ASBA) for co-sponsoring our event and in helping to promote it. We believe the presence of ASBA has helped us "turn the corner" in making school health a mainstream issue in education in Alberta. In addition, the support we received from the Alberta Teacher’s Association (ATA), in the form of a sponsored nutrition break, and the presence of two observers on behalf of the ATA, shows great promise for working together in the future. The presence of the medical community, the ATA, and ASBA, at this symposium has created a powerful alliance of major players in support of the health movement. The coalition looks forward to working to support the development of these partnerships in the months to come.

All the presentations from this two-day event will be posted on the ACHSC website at www.achsc.org by the end of April. The full symposium evaluation findings will be sent out to our membership in late May and will also be posted on the website. 

4. New PHAC Grant Received!

We have received funding from the Public Health Agency of Canada from 

April 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009. The purpose of this grant is to further develop and expand upon the work that the coalition has been doing this past year to move school health forward in Alberta. 

Please find listed below, the five objectives that we hope to meet through this funding:

1. To host and facilitate regional school health team meetings in partnership with each of the nine regional health authorities across the province.  

2. Provide a 2-½ hour interactive workshop on school health and the work of ACHSC at the spring Alberta School Board Association (ASBA) AGM June 1-3, 2008 in Red Deer.

3. Provide a presentation at the Canadian School Board Association (CSBA) Conference in Regina July 3-5, 2008. 

4. Connect with agencies and organizations that provide supports for aboriginal populations to look at how we can address the health disparities faced by this population.
5. Host an interactive learning event / school health symposium – translating the regional school health meetings into provincial action plans to help support the work at the regional levels.
5. ACHSC has Expanded!
New Co-Chairs

Pamela Boyson (Health) and Dave Colburn (Education) will be co-chairing ACHSC this year. 
New Board of Directors

ACHSC has some new and familiar faces on the Board of Directors this year.  The following individuals currently serve as members of the Board of Directors.

	Name 
	Organization

	Pamela Boyson


	ACHSC Co-Chair: Health

Health Promotion Facilitator,  East Central Health

Ph. (780) 679-2701 or cell (780) 608-5323 

Pamela.boyson@ech.ab.ca 

	Dave Colburn


	ACHSC Co-Chair: Education

Trustee Edmonton Public School Board

Ph. 780-474-0243 or cell 780-964-9252

davecolb@yahoo.com

	Rhonda Patton

	ACHSC Secretary

Health Promotion Coordinator, Healthy Children, 
Calgary Health Region

	Bill Gordon
	ACHSC Treasurer 

Teacher and Bionic Turkey

	Gail Diachuk
	School Health and Wellness Manager, 

Alberta Health and Wellness/Alberta Education

	Bev Esslinger
	Provincial Manager SHAPE, 

Edmonton Public Schools Trustee

	Kerri Kaiser Gladwin


	University of Alberta

School of Public Health

	Doug Gleddie
	Director, Ever Active Schools

	Dr. Claire LeBlanc
	MD FRCPC, Dip Sports Medicine

U of A Stollery Hospital, Capital Health

	Tracy Lockwood
	Project Manager, Schools Come Alive

	Cheryl MacLeod 
	School Health Program Specialist

Calgary Health Region

	Laura Manz
	Regional Manager, School Services

Capital Health

	Wayne Meadows
	Physical Education and Health Consultant, 

Calgary Catholic School District

	Lorna Scarlett Muise
	Coordinator, Comprehensive School Health
David Thompson Health Region

	Rachel Rose
	Project Coordinator,  

Alberta Healthy School Community Wellness Fund

	Nicole Schile


	Community Services Coordinator

Canadian Cancer Society

	Marg Schwartz
	University of Alberta

School of Public Health

	Cheryl Shinkaruk
	Physical Education and Health Consultant,

Edmonton Catholic Schools

	Donna Thompson
	Manager, Health Promotion and Education

David Thompson Health Region

	Vel Thompson
	Clinical Development Nurse 
School Health Program, Capital Health 

	Bettyann Vanee / Lyndsey Robinson
	Regional Health Promotion Coordinators, 

Chinook Health Region

	Mary Anne Venner
	Alberta Home and School Council Association

	Don Zabloski
	Physical Education and Health Consultant,

Edmonton Public Schools


ACHSC always welcomes interested individuals to join the network and become more involved in moving comprehensive school health forward in Alberta.

For more information on ACHSC or if you are interested in being involved in any ACHSC activities, please contact pamela.boyson@ech.ab.ca or dave.colb@yahoo.com.
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